





No.699/2070/12

Ihne vecrecary




) &




X )
Minutes of Court Inquiry held on bhoard H.M.S. "EDGAR"
cn Friday 12th. April 1€18, concerning the attack or
H.M.S. "EDGAR" by an enemy submarine on 4th. April 18.

Cr

The fellowing Officers constituted the Court:-

Ca_ tain E. R. Morant, D.S.0., R.N. H.M.S. "BIARRITZ" (President )

bn)lnq r Conmander H. W. rortch, R,N., H.M.S. "FORESIGHT"
Lieutenant O. Nerth, R.N., H.M. Submarine "H.4".

Commander Noel Stephen Tindall, R.l. was
cauticned that what he was dbout to s
of against hinm.

ws
Will

you give the Ccurt a st
happened cn the cccasion. ?
On the 4bH \ ril ship was
West about the Medina Shoeal
at 05.40 '.H.T. a torpedc :Lruck the blister cn
side, in line with S.3 gun and apparently directly
the direction ¢f the sun. I was in my cabin
bridge and saw the track of the torpedo immedia
I did not s the submarine, nor, 2ag
the lockcuts. Thn ship immediately
P

minutes. Th
ship uprighted.

4

yrd ab and obtained a ligt of about
e port 'ljttors

Where was your escort at the
Ahead of ship, zig-zZagging.

How many in the escort
One destroyer.

Have you cn board the R. m ‘ 3 - ?
Unfortunately I have return 1 ny nfidenti

Have you your saili
Yes.

The Sailing orders were produced and examined by

Previcus to being torpedoed did you
conmunication by wireless to Malta. ?
No.
allos.
Did you receive any asLqug. s
We had several submarine reports during
submarines in the vicinity of Malta.

Were they all _lotted. ?
Yes.

Were any of
taking to Malta.
Ne.

How many look-cuts had you. ?

Two %—L(L der guns crews on the forebridge, lockcuis at
the 6" V.L. gun on the forecastle in addition to the ordinary
bridge lockouts, 1nd one marine 3-pounder gun's crew aft,

Are these guns crews all in four hour watches.

Yes, four hour watches.




What was the state of the weather at the time.
Clear and smooth and with a light breeze.

After you were struck what did your escort
The escort inmediately turned to sta
in 1 direction c¢f the track cof
round cf three pounder t
oceeded tc drop depth
subs uAu,nLL cassed cver the

reported oil on the surface

How 1o 1fter the ship was struck did it take

right the shig

Lc

From the time the blow v Y ¢ to the maxinum
obtained was five minutes and ] I 3 uprighted

the end of ten nminutes - a tc

Are all the valves vworke
Yes. i
Did anyone see the discharg
submarine, or the periscope.
Nc, but two men think they saw the tor
surface before the torpedo actually struck
"Edgar" any de_ th charges.

v

th charges were not in place. The maximnum

ig ten knots

think with a single escort that ahead
correct position 7

the

now, that the "Hope" might, with better

idvantage, hwvn been stationed between the ship and

ou zig-zagging at the

The “"Hcpe" was

What particular zig-zag were
The "Edgar" was zig-zagging
escort zig-zagging 45 degrees Cn
Do you krow how long vou
at the time. ?
Four ninutes had elapsed
cf course

Witness was 21llowed to remain.

Temporary Lieutenant Roland Blake, R.N.R. was called
cautioned that what he was about tc say maj be made
ag

ainst hin.

the

aun

se,

use

Were vou Officer of the watch on the 4th. April at

the time H.M.S. "Edgar" was struck by a torpedo
[es.

£

?

Will you give a short narrative c¢f what cccurred.

I was walk 1nf up and down the bridge keeping

usual lcck cut and heard an explosicn cn
juarter 2nd turning round saw the To; of th

the

he starbcard
e splash:

I cave orders to the guns Crews 1O train r(bnd to

the aporoximate position cf the submarine 2nd the
oyt 2

tc collision stations.

vr enuL

and

of
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1nd he tock the wheel

speed increased to full
Smoke scree

laid three depth charges

considered

Where we

Forward
this man was
anticipated

Une ab
rlatforn and cn
light platforn.
ind acting 28
man was alsc

oe

speed were

rather diffic

ut I sh

How
the de

About

Witness withdrew.
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47 .

Can Jecu tell the difference betmween the different

Einds ¢f 0il on the water ?
Nc I made that statement to the best of m
knowledge.
g , What class of cil was it: 7
In the opinion ¢f my Engi 1d not
be 0il used in destroyers
Witness withdrew
Engineer Cenmander Frank Sidney Ainsworth, R.i., was

49.

51

53.

called and cauticned that what he was about tc sav ma
be nade ugse of against him.

Where were ycu it the time ihe torpedc struck the
AP 7/

In my cabin.

4]

Will you tell us what yecu did directly after 7

I went up on deck and supervised the flcoding of ihe
blisters ind when the ship was on cven keel I went down
tc the engine rocn ;

Will you give us 2 rough idea cf the damage and what
steps were taken tc make sarme good. ? 5

The wing bulkhead of the engine roocm and nunmber
76 transverse bulkhead were distorted. There was a

hissing of air escaping which could not, at the time, be

located, but it was quite obvicus that both the lower

Engineers Store underneath the platform cf port dynamo,
and the upper Engineers Store, which is sitvated on the
deck above, were taking in water. I went up to the

bridge and reported this to the Captain and asked for

carpenters assistance for shoring The Garpenter
came down and he and the senior engineer shored the bulk -

heads and fitted wedges in the door leading from the
upper Engineers store into the engine roon. Wle £
v1sc that water had penetrated intc the =& oil tanks sit -
the lower Engineers stcres previ
After we got intc harbour we found that
e eading from

uvuated fcrward of
mentioned. intc )
this occurred thrcugh the ventilating trunk
the ventilating fan aft, which runs practically the whole
length of the ship through the wing cecriparimnents

¥ $ince arriving in harbour we have cut that irunk and

blank-flanged it and stopped 2ll leakage 1nto this compart-
;cnt “At oresent we have one compartment full and

i 5gible C 113 nstan
two others which are now accessible but require constant

1

punping

she was

At the time the torpedc struck the ship,
doing 66 revolutions both engines ?
That is so.
You eventually prceeeded at full speed. 7:
Yes, approximately 71 revclutions.

Witness withdrew.




Commander Noel Stephen Tindall, R.N. recalled
What was the spped of the shi, at the tine ?

m +1 e 4 — &Y T l\.
The speed thrcugh the water would be about 10 kno

What was the speed 1e ship through the water
she had been struck.
I consider the speed had been reduced by about one

knot

Witness was lowed to remain.

o

Edwin Speight, Petty Officer, 225137 was called and
cautioned that what he was about tc say may be made use
of against him

Where were you at the
stuck, cn the 4th

On the

What was your duty.
I was Petty Officer
guns.

What did you see. ?
1 was talking tc Leading Seaman Paffett at the
gun and Xocking cut tc observed a
n the water abo S L as cne inch

would . >d the leading seaman 'S
attention to it and asked him if he saw anything, and
pointed cut the directicn to look; almost immediately #e
saw the track cof a torpedo. With that, he shcuted cut

"torpedo starboard side". At the same time he jumped

Jur
cn to the gun platform. I gave ﬁrsprc to train right
and closed the gun's crew up. ALse¥ twec seconds after

that an explosion cccurred. cer of the vatch
then gave us the bearing and cbject an Jthen had the gun
trained on the 60 degrees bearing cn ithe cbject akemd.
How long was it from the time you say Leading Seamar
raffett hailed the bridge and the explosicn cf the torpedo. 9
About two seconds. The torpedo was about fifty
rards away .

<
J

Witness

Alfred Paffett, Leading Seaman, J. 5626 was called and
cautioned that what he was about tc say may De made use

of against hinm.

Where were you on the morning cf the 4th
the ship was torpedoed. ?
On the forecastle.

What were your duties ?

Lockout cf the bow gun at cleaning quarters
Pid you see any signs of a periscope or torpedo
1 never saw the submarine,

torpedo.

but I saw the track of a

How far off. ?
Between fifty and sixty yands.
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Witness withdrew.
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struck.

o
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Witness withdrew.
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